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Ten Years after the Fukushima Daiichi Accident

A decade after the 2011 north-eastern Japan earthquake, tsunami, and Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power station accident, it is fitting to pause to remember the tragic losses that resulted, to reflect on
the progress made since then, and to consider the challenges that still lie ahead. ICRP has not
forgotten the Japanese people affected by the disaster. We mourn the great loss of life and the

devastating physical and social destruction of communities in Japan.

Just days after 11 March 2011, we sent an open letter to express our sympathy to everyone involved.

This marked the beginning of our now decade-long journey with the people of Japan.

Our mission is to protect people, animals, and the environment from harmful effects of radiation. We
had a moral obligation to learn as much as possible about recovery after the accident to best fulfil
this mission, and to put our expertise at the service of those for whom daily life had become a

challenge.

What followed was an enormous effort, beginning with a rapid assessment of issues arising from the

accident to improve the System of Radiological Protection (Gonzales 2013).

In November 2011, we initiated a dialogue to promote communication among local stakeholders,
transfer experience from communities affected by the Chernobyl accident to Japan, share ICRP
recommendations directly with the communities, and learn from those affected to improve future
ICRP recommendations. To date, 22 open public meetings have been held in Fukushima Prefecture
covering a variety of challenging topics with many tangible results (Lochard 2019). In recent years,
control and responsibility progressively transferred to local people. This natural evolution is a

positive sign of recovery.

We continue to work with many stakeholders in Japan and countries directly impacted by the
Chernobyl accident, as well as experts from around the world, to improve our recommendations
related to large nuclear accidents. A key outcome was ICRP Publication 146 Radiological Protection
of People and the Environment in the Event of a Large Nuclear Accident (ICRP 2020). This is an
important part of ensuring we are all better prepared in case of another accident, as the
recommendations of ICRP form the basis of standards, regulation, and practice of radiological

protection world-wide.

There are decades of experience in planning and exercising nuclear emergencies, but much less
effort had been put into considering recovery in the months and years that follow a nuclear accident.

So, in December 2020 we created a global platform through the ICRP International Conference on



Recovery After Nuclear Accidents: Radiological Protection Lessons from Fukushima and Beyond.
Initially planned to be in Fukushima Prefecture, this virtual event attracted more than 2500 people
from over 100 countries. The conference allowed participants to share their personal and professional
experiences to better understand the complex issues at stake, and to be better prepared in case of a
future accident.

There has been significant progress on recovery since the Fukushima accident. Most evacuation
orders have been lifted and people are slowly returning, or moving for the first time, to these areas
where an enormous decontamination effort has been carried out to reduce doses to people living and
working there. Communities have worked not only to protect themselves but also to improve their

living conditions and in doing so have become more resilient.

However, significant challenges remain. Plans are being developed for areas where evacuation orders
have not been lifted. The number of people returning to some of the reopened areas is low making it
more difficult to sustain a community. Decommissioning work at the nuclear power station still
poses logistical, technological, and societal challenges.

While the situation has improved greatly since the accident a decade ago, recovery will continue for
many years to come. We will continue to learn from this experience and put our expertise at the
service of those who need it most.
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